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] MIS to;mvestlgate
weaknesses
in defence security

By Philip Webster, Political Reponer

N The Government has ordered

1aul of security “inside the
Jefence Intelligence Staff after
n investigation by the Security
Commission, which' produced
1s’ report yesterday, disclosed
weaknesses and inadequacies in
present arrangements.

Security failings inside the
Ministry of Defence’s intelli-
gence operation came to light as
the' commission inquired into
the -case of a - young lance
| corporal in the Army Intelli-
gence - Corps  who “attempted
unsuccessfu]ly to’ pass secrets,
gained ‘while “on temporary
. secondment to the Ministry, to
the Russians.

In'lits' report to - the: anc
. Mmlster the commlsslon,

chaired ‘by- Lord ' Bridge. ' of

Harwngh_ expressed | “concern,

“general laxity ; of"
.. i ““the

uﬁcates

It also raised questlons over
the rules governing the destruc-
tion of classified documents and
<thé:. complex security instruc-
tigns given to, staff, and made
“clgar 1ts view that an. internal
invesugatlon by the Ministry
asince the case had been
madequate

i The = critical commission
ireport came on the same day
that the Ministry admitted that
- British mulitary secrets had
fallen . into - ‘*“‘unauthorized”
hands in Cyprus.

“This followed allegations that
young soldiers had been black-

he Security Service (MI5) ‘to '~
:onduct a comprehenslve over-

2pir 10 ;
resmcted posiiive vetting c:er“"'a“d‘“‘““*311;$°f1‘$e -agencies -and

'January, 1983. He had’ stolcp

mallcd into giving information::
rd Trefgarne, Under, Sec-

retary: for. the Armed Forces; "

said in a lctter to 2 Labour MP
that. it now seemed likely that
classified information has been
passed to- unauthorized . recipi-

ents, Invesngauons ‘were ‘con- -

tinuing and it was too early. to
assess the . significance .of the
matter and what cha:ges would
be made. - -

Mrs Margaret Thatchcr last
mght announced the Govern-

-ment’s acceptauce of the com-
mission’s recommendation . for’.

a reviéw. of protective -security’

"in ‘the DIS. About 1,000: staff
are employed there, gat.henng,
-technological, economic: and

military intelligence from the
Soviet block.
The Govemmcnt has

'accepted the :_commission’s
general recommendauons,, :
“which will apply to all govern-

ment departments, the securit;

the armed forces.

: These were: that guldanoe .

should be issued ‘on the
employment of holders of
restricted postitive vetting cer-

tificates, with special consider-

ation to the circumstances’ in
which people - under 21 are
allowed access 10 'top. secret,
material; ‘that rules’ governing

. destruction “of documenls be

reviewed; that’securify. in

tions be’ written in |

unambiguous terms.
The commission m%

- the case of Philip Aldl}g ;,&;vivhg"ffgg

was sent to prison for four'y
at the Central Criminal’ Couﬂ in

| Jnaﬂ‘ﬁ.us&srs& oSEIViCes), i an
3 !mﬁ &hfe Ifan of

TR . B - )
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secret document, believed to be
a weekly assessment produced
by the Joint Intelligence Com-

mittee, while seconded for two |.

weeks in August, 1982, to a
small section in the DIS
covering - intelligence from

Argentina after the Falklands |

war,

The court was told that
Aldridge made contact with the
Russians through coded mess-
ages in the personal columns of
‘the Daily Te[egraph in which he
was. referred to as Splder and
thé Soviet Embassy as *“Mum”.

- He was:unimasked when various

telephone™” numbers _for the
Soviet . Embassy were found in

-his diary’ by his commandmg .

frustrated, ™ it "found that an

rundoubted breach -of: security

save..him.the_ opportunity to
emove the document "

1 Aldridge had restricted posi- |’

tive. vetting: clearance because
he was under 21, which should
have meant that'he had access
to secrets only on a “need to
know”, basxs and under strict

’ supervxslon

. @ The. Govemment has began
1o operate, a tougher, more

intensive . system of.. security

mscresning: for, officerssin; White-

('vill

of defence
security

Continued from page 1

in the process of adoptmg a
pracuce used by the CIA known
as “neighbourhood inquiries”.
That involves an examination
of the background - of an
intelligence official by. White-
hall investigating officers in
which neighbours and acquaint-
ances are asked questions about
the individual’s character and
social habits.

Security officials in MlS in
the secret_intelligence service,
MI16, and’ the - Government
Communications Headquarters
have already started using the
nelghbourhood inquiry tech-
nique as a part of their positive
vetting procedure.

N gh - the ~commission |.
concluded that Aldridge’s att-
‘empts—to :sell - secrets -were

In the past, only character
referees - nominated by the
official under investigation were
interviewed although something
comparable 10 neighbourhood

inquiries has been .applied to

r example
’Ihe operatmg of the nuclear
Dh..
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o By.BRIAN SILK® " -
THE © Government:
2= “admitted - yestérday .t
that ,a spy  metwork - has
. heen’ using a group of
British Servicemen to pene-
.-trate the secret communt-.
_‘cations ‘centre on Cyprus.
.. -Lord" Trefgarne, "Under-Sec- |
retary ‘for: the Armed Forces;:
disclosed that “a number -of i
personnel " were. being .ques:!
+ tioned " about :alleged “leaks of
- :classified information from the:
island’s listening ‘post, which is:

direct ‘contact:with-GCHQ

. -at”Chelténham. « =% 7 ©

“{The " Director ' of '’ Public:

Prosécitions’ -office + also. . con:-

' firmed that. it had!sent & repre-:

¥isentativg 1o, Cyprus-~and ~ his
‘report- is' awaited. X

' Tord '.I‘ref'g‘arne’s"
“statement,’ "Mmi‘syry—‘w’-'of{
Defence’ refu d to: specify how
-many icemen were under .
-suspicion. . ISR

.- But -a’ spokesman-. dismissed
_the, suggestion that bétween 30
and. 40 were being questioned.
«]t is -a very. small -number,
literally .a: handful,” he said.

However,.the fact of a spying
operation involving more’ than
one “isolated leak is - bound to
contribute to the alarm -already
raised over. the security .situa-
tion" at -Cheltenham.

: Highly: sensitive

‘Thé centre on ‘the east:coast | :
of Cyprus, between Lanarca and
Famagusta,: - monitors ‘highly i
‘sénsitive-diplomatic and military :
traffic -passing through. 'the
turbulent Middle East, -

Access o such information is
considered . to- be ‘of ‘high value ;
to the Arab world, - as - well -as .
the “Soviet .. bloc. '

"Lord Trefgarne’s statement
came :in"a- letter ‘to Mr-Ted
‘Leadbitter, Labour MP  for
Hartlepool, ‘who -had ‘raisedthe
issue with him. ° -

"It ‘was Mr, Leadbitter wha S
tabled - the ; question ~which- led K
to .the identification - of .thé | %

traitor .- Apthony. Blunt .in
November, 1979. -

Lord Trefgarne’s letter to him
states: “ Our: personnel . are
more at risk in-a place such as :
Cyprus and we go to consider ;
able lengths to remind all- of E
them to be most careful about
security -at .all times.

“In spite of these precau-

.tions it now se€ms likely that
- olagsified ‘i n has .beera '

T . “The possibility of Servicemen .
“ While 'these continue’ it is" being blackmailed, for ‘informa-
rather :too: early:to' assess’ the  tion following homosexual indis-
significance- of 'the matter-and . cretions is also,believed-to . be |

what charges.will be made.” - - scrutinised. :
Concern . about '’ security , at

the -Cyprus centre arosé last’

month ‘after . it-became known
that a semior. aircraftsman was
being :questioned, about the
unauthorised " , disclosure- . - of
information. . 7. .. )

~ He'had been picked:up by a
woman in an island discotheque
and then offered sexual favours
in return -for ‘information.” -

..material . has . been.

_information

o Mr Leadbitter said: “ Cyprus
is an important .strategic base
and a very important listening
post of the Cheltenham kind in
that part .of the Mediterranean.
<« look: upon this. letter. as
signifying the . gravity the
Ministry of, Defence. ®attaches
to the revelations because there
is -already ,at_ this. 'stage’ an
admission’ . = that ~classified

assed - to
authorised -people.” . o° ..}
he' Ministry of'® Defence Jast

_night. refused: ‘to'’-give' ‘any:

iabout the number

f .men. ' employed:-at - the:

. pumoer. .men’ Gyprus'communications centre.
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